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Parent-Teacher Conferences to be 
Held September 23
Wednesday, September 23, will be an early dismissal day for 
all students.  High schools will dismiss at Noon.  Middle 
schools will dismiss at 12:15 p.m. and elementary schools 
will dismiss at 1 p.m..  Parent-teacher conferences will be 
scheduled that day through your each individual school.  
Click here for some tips on how to prepare for parent-
teachers conferences.  

School Accreditation Information 
to be Released in October
The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) is expected 
to release 2015-2016 school accreditation ratings next 
month.  Accreditation ratings were initially scheduled 
to be released in late September, but their release is being 
postponed to allow the state Board of Education to align the 
Standards of Accreditation (SOA) with legislation approved 
by the 2015 General Assembly.  At a recent School Board 
meeting, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction Jim Angelo 
reported that Frederick County anticipates  more schools 
being fully accredited this year and that the five schools that 
were identified as being Focus Schools for 2014-15 have 
met the federal Annual Measurable Objectives for 2015-16.  
Those schools include Apple Pie Ridge Elementary, Indian 
Hollow Elementary, Orchard View Elementary, Redbud 
Run Elementary and Stonewall Elementary.  

Bright Futures Food Drive/
Community Fair to be Held 
September 26 
Bright Futures-Frederick County is hosting a                 
Food Drive/Community Fair Saturday, 
September 26 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Bright 
Futures-Frederick County Distribution Center 
located in the former Frederick County Public 
Schools Transportation Department at 178 
Indian Hollow Road just off Route 522 north 
of Winchester. All of the food collected during 
the event will support the Bright Futures Food 
Pack Program which provides food to Frederick 
County Public School students whose families 
have difficulty providing food to their children 
on weekends.  Nearly 200 students are currently 
being served through the Bright Futures Food 
Pack Program. The event will include activities 
for the entire family. Admission is free with the 
donation of non-perishable food items (No glass 
containers).   

https://www.facebook.com/frederickcountypublicschools
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCPSMediaNetwork
http://bit.ly/1KpO9Dq
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Dh-NDUvMvTUlBvbV9yLW9sWnc/view?usp=sharing
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FCPS Rapid Communication 
System Text Messages
Parents now have the ability to receive messages sent 
through the FCPS Rapid Communication System 
via text message as well as phone call and e-mail.  In 
order to receive text messages sent through the Rapid 
Communication System, parents must have the phone 
number of the device on which they want to receive 
text alerts included on their child’s student record.  If 
that information hasn’t been provided to the school 
previously, please provide it to the front office.  In 
addition to having the phone number included on 
the student record, parents must opt-in to receiving 
text messages from the school division.  This can be 
accomplished by texting “Yes” to 68453 from the device 
on which you want to receive text messages.  Once 
the process of opting-in to receive text alerts has been 
completed, you will receive a confirmation message.  
Watch on You Tube...

FCPS Receives                            
School Security Grant
Governor Terry McAuliffe announced this week that 
Frederick County Public Schools is among the school 
divisions who will share in a total of $6 million in 
School Security Equipment Grants this year.  FCPS is 
receiving $6,520 that will be used to install additional 
security cameras at Apple Pie Ridge Elementary School, 
James Wood High School, Sherando High School and 
Stonewall Elementary School.   Learn more...

Students Excel on SAT
The College Board released SAT scores from 
the 2014-15 school year earlier this month.  The 
mean composite score of Frederick County 
Public School students who took the SAT in 
2014-15 exceeded the mean composite score for 
all students taking the SAT and was greater than 
the score achieved by Frederick County students 
who took the test in 2013-14.  According to 
the College Board, Frederick County’s 2014-15 
mean composite score on the SAT was 1516 
compared to the national mean composite score 
of 1490.  Learn more... 

FCPS Seeks to Use FY15 
Surplus to Purchase Buses
Frederick County Public Schools finished 
FY15 with an unobligated budget surplus of 
$314,747 which represents 0.22 percent of 
the $142,289,182 total operating fund budget.  
The School Board is seeking approval from 
the Board of Supervisors to use the surplus 
funds to purchase replacement school buses.                
Read more...

https://www.facebook.com/frederickcountypublicschools
www.frederick.k12.va.us
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCPSMediaNetwork
https://youtu.be/rBtCdycE9vo
https://governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/newsarticle?articleId=12773
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Dh-NDUvMvTeGR4aUQxOTFEYVk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Dh-NDUvMvTZUM4YVdnTHhRU2c/view?usp=sharing
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Robert E. Aylor Middle 
School FFA to be Featured on             
Rural Radio
The Robert E. Aylor Middle School FFA program, 
Agriculture Teacher/FFA Advisor Kim Black and 
FFA members Grayson Moyer and Megan Grose will 
be featured on a national satellite radio broadcast this 
weekend.  The program will air on Rural Radio, Channel 
147, exclusively on Sirius XM during “FFA Today” at 
7:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 19 and again at 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday, September 20.  

FCPS Spotlight
Frederick County Public Schools is producing a new 
program this year called “FCPS Spotlight”.  The 
program, which is available on the FCPS YouTube 
Channel also airs on Comcast Cable Channel 18 at 
midnight, 2 a.m., 4 a.m., 10 a.m., Noon, 2 p.m., 4 p.m., 
6 p.m., 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.  Over the past few weeks, the 
FCPS Spotlight has shined on the Summer Academy 
and the 1:1 Chromebook Initiative.  

Free and Reduced Meal Program 
Available
Eligible families are being encouraged to apply for the 
Free and Reduced Meal Program.  Under the program, 
eligible student can receive both school breakfast 
and lunch for free or at a reduced price.  Families are 
encouraged to check the eligibility guidelines and apply 
if they qualify.  For example, a family of four with a 
household income of $44,863 or less is eligible for 
the program.  For more information, visit http://bit.
ly/1JsV5Be.  To apply, click here- http://bit.ly/1frHpIv

Congratulations                 
U.S. Champs
Congratulations to the Frederick County 
National Little League Junior All-Star team 
who represented Frederick County so well at the 
Junior Little League World Series last month.  
The team, which includes a number of Frederick 
County Public Schools students, won the 
World Series U.S. Championship before falling 
to Chinese Taipei in the World Series title 
game broadcast on ESPN.  The team included 
Michael Usa; Frank Ritter, III; Chandler 
Ballenger; Haden Madagan; Calvin Bowser; A.J. 
Wunder; Nicholas Mazza; Nicholas Kline; Cris 
Burger; Dylan Hill; David Ashby; and Luke 
Churchill.  The team’s manager was Frank Ritter 
and the coaches were Herby Kline and Mike 
Usa.  Read more...

Education: 
The Family Business
For some, education has become a family legacy.  
This year, Millbrook High School Principal 
Carrie Butler marks her 31st year with Frederick 
County Public Schools while her daughter, 
Meredith, is a first-year teacher at Middletown 
Elementary School.  Meanwhile, Millbrook 
English teacher Lynn Hillyer is working at 
the same school as her daughter, Madeline 
Merschen, who teaches Latin at Millbrook.  
Read more... 

https://www.facebook.com/frederickcountypublicschools
www.frederick.k12.va.us
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCPSMediaNetwork
https://youtu.be/JLV8em9qSIQ
https://youtu.be/JLV8em9qSIQ
http://bit.ly/1JsV5Be
http://bit.ly/1JsV5Be
http://bit.ly/1frHpIv
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Dh-NDUvMvTVFhlM1FzU0VqTUE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Dh-NDUvMvTWGt6dzNLSXVpZ0E/view?usp=sharing
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Welcome New Staff
Prior to the start of the 2015-16 school year, Frederick 
County Public Schools hired 110 licensed staff members 
and 30 support staff to begin work in the new school 
year.  The new licensed staff members have an average of 
5.85 years of experience and 46 percent have advanced 
degrees.  The majority of the individuals hired are 
filling positions that became vacant due to retirements, 
relocations, etc.  Read more...

New FCMS Taking Shape
The construction of the new Frederick County Middle 
School is progressing well.  The school’s learning 
communities, gym, fitness area, and cafeteria are all 
clearly visible as crews continue to construct the building 
and get it ready for a fall 2016 opening.  Learn more...

Staff Reminded of  Their Impact 
at Convocation
Prior to the start of the 2015-16 school year, all FCPS 
teachers, administrators and staff attended a convocation 
program where Schools Superintendent David Sovine 
encouraged staff to “innovate, engage and focus” in order 
to help students become successful, engaged citizens.  Dr. 
Sovine’s comments as well as those given by Assistant 
Superintendent for Administration Al Orndorff and 
Assistant Superintendent for Instruction Jim Angelo 
can be viewed on the FCPS YouTube channel. Orndorff 
reminded staff of the value of providing students with 
five more minutes of time and attention. Angelo shared 
the importance of staff setting goals for themselves and 
their students.  

 Parent Involvement Helps 
Students Succeed
Parents are reminded to use Edline to monitor 
their child’s progress throughout the school 
year.  Edline is an online tool parents can use 
to monitor information provided by classroom 
teachers such as what’s being studied in class, 
homework assignments and grades.  All parents 
are provided an activation code by their child’s 
school so they can register for an Edline 
account.  Visit www.Edline.net or by go to your 
child’s school Web page and choose “Sign In” to 
access your Edline account.  

JWHS Welcomes Five to 
Hall of Fame
James Wood High School inducted five new 
members into the school’s P. Wendell Dick 
Athletic Hall of Fame on September 4.  This 
year’s inductees included Jeff Rudolph, Max 
Anderson, Kristen Schaible Hendrix, Chris 
Bulley and Tom Cooke.  

https://www.facebook.com/frederickcountypublicschools
www.frederick.k12.va.us
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCPSMediaNetwork
http://www.nvdaily.com/news/2015/09/school-division-hires-140-new-staff-members/
https://sites.google.com/a/fcpsk12.net/the-new-frederick-county-middle-school/home/constructionupdate-september172015
https://youtu.be/Tqal8pm6KI4
https://youtu.be/t7l8wFc93NQ
https://youtu.be/m5El_nz679s
www.Edline.net
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FCPS Supports Day of Caring
A number of employees from the Frederick County 
Public Schools Administration Building spent the 
evening of September 9 giving back to the community 
through the United Way of Northern Shenandoah 
Valley Day of Caring. The team volunteered to assist the 
Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation complete 
some work at The Kirby Property.  In addition, Nursing 
Assistant I students from the Dowell J. Howard Center 
participated in the Day of Caring by measuring weight 
and height at Head Start at the Douglas Community 
Center. 

Speak Up, Stay Safe
Keeping schools safe is everyone’s responsibility.          
The Speak Up, Stay Safe initiative seeks to encourage 
students, staff, parents and members of the community 
to report any suspicious activities in order to help 
assure all Frederick County Public Schools remain safe.  
Report any suspicious activity to school staff and law 
enforcement.  Call 540-662-6162.  

Elementary Schools Feature 
Buzz-In Entry System
Each of Frederick County’s elementary schools feature 
a buzz-in entry system to help assure a safe learning 
environment for students and staff.  If you need to learn 
how to utilize the system, click here.  

Making a Difference 
through Bright Futures
Thanks to those making a positive impact on 
students and their families through Bright 
Futures-Frederick County.

• Thanks to the Navy Federal Credit Union, 
Apple Federal Credit Union, Chick-fil-A 
and the Shenandoah Valley Chapter of the 
Association of Government Accountants 
who each donated school supplies that will 
be provided to students in need.  

• Thanks to B-K Office Supply for donating 
chairs to be used at the Bright Futures-
Frederick County Distribution Center.

• Thanks to Kraft Foods Winchester for 
donating another five pallets of CapriSun/
Kool-Aid drink pouches to support the 
Bright Futures Food Pack program. 

• Thanks to Miller Hardware in Stephens 
City for providing the transportation to get 
the drinks from Kraft to the Bright Futures 
Distribution Center. 

https://www.facebook.com/frederickcountypublicschools
www.frederick.k12.va.us
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCPSMediaNetwork
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Dh-NDUvMvTMWlpc3hUTHFlT00/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/u4QL12T8R3Y


Frederick County
School Board Members

Mr. Benjamin F. Waterman 
Chairman, Opequon District 

 Dr. John J. Lamanna  
Vice-Chairman, Shawnee District 

 
 

Mrs. Jody S. Wall  
Back Creek District  

 Mr. Michael A. Lake
Gainesboro District  

Mr. Stuart A. Wolk  
Member at Large

 Mrs. Peggy Clark  
Redbud District  

  

 Mr. Frank E. Wright
Stonewall District

Frederick County Public Schools
1415 Amherst Street
Winchester, VA 22604

540-622-3888

Superintendent
Dr. David Sovine
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Retired Teacher/Administrator 
Recognized
The Richard C. Shickle Award of Excellence was presented 
recently to retired Frederick County Public Schools teacher 
and administrator Wendell Dick.  The award is presented 
annually by National Teacher’s Day, Inc. to an outstanding 
educator.  Dick is a 1958 graduate of James Wood High 
School.  Read more...

Help Us Hit 6,000 Likes
The Frederick County Public Schools  
Facebook page is less than 100 likes 

from 6,000.  If you’re not already one of our Facebook 
friends, click here and like us.  A number of our schools have 
Facebook pages as well.  Be sure to like them as well-  Apple 
Pie Ridge Elementary School, Armel Elementary School, 
Bass-Hoover Elementary School, Evendale Elementary 
School, Greenwood Mill Elementary School, Indian Hollow 
Elementary School, Orchard View Elementary School, 
Redbud Run Elementary School, Stonewall Elementary 
School, James Wood Middle School and Sherando High 
School.   

Advertising Space Being Made 
Available on the FCPS Website
A limited amount of advertising space is still available on the 
school division’s homepage, each individual school homepage 
and the athletic Web pages for James Wood, Millbrook and 
Sherando High Schools.  All of the revenues generated will 
go back into programs directly impacting students.  For 
information on advertising opportunities, contact Steve 
Edwards at edwardss@fcpsk12.net.  

Easy School Payments 
with My School Bucks
My School Bucks is Frederick County 
Public Schools’ online school payment 

portal which is available to pay for student meals, fees, 
activities and other purchases online.  The system also 
allows parents to view current cafeteria account balances, 
review recent purchases, receive low-balance alerts and setup 
recurring payments on a weekly or monthly basis. Payments 
can be made through MySchool Bucks 24 hours a day using 
VISA, MasterCard or Discover.  NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

https://www.facebook.com/frederickcountypublicschools
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_Dh-NDUvMvTbmxOMk85NHhyR0E/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/frederickcountypublicschools
https://www.facebook.com/ApplePieRidgeElementarySchool?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/ApplePieRidgeElementarySchool?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/armelelementaryschool?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bass-Hoover-Elementary-School/753267608115909?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/evendaleelementary?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/evendaleelementary?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/GreenwoodMillElementarySchool?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/indianhollowelementary?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/indianhollowelementary?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/OrchardViewElementarySchool?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/RedbudRunElementarySchool?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Stonewall-Elementary-School/877030392334532?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Stonewall-Elementary-School/877030392334532?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/JamesWoodMiddleSchool?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/SherandoHighSchool?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/SherandoHighSchool?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCPSMediaNetwork
mailto:edwardss@fcpsk12.net
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
http://www.frederick.k12.va.us/pages/Frederick_County_PS/Notice_of_Non-Discrimination

